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1. Sing of the Lord’s goodness, Father of all wisdom,  

come to him and bless his name. 

Mercy he has shown us, his love is forever, 

faithful to the end of days. 

Come then, all you nations, sing of your Lord’s goodness, 

melodies of praise and thanks to God. 

Ring out the Lord’s glory, praise him with your music, 

worship him and bless his name. 

2. Power he has wielded, honour is his garment,  

risen from the snares of death. 

His word he has spoken, one bread he has broken,  

new life he now gives to all. 

3. Courage in our darkness, comfort in our sorrow,  

Spirit of our God most high;  

solace for the weary, pardon for the sinner,  

splendour of the living God.  

4. Praise him with your singing, praise him with the trumpet,  

praise God with the lute and harp,  

praise him with the cymbals, praise him with your dancing,  

praise God till the end of days.  

Ernest ('Ernie') Sands, a bucolic, witty and charismatic priest and composer, sprang to fame and 

ultimately (in the USA) notoriety as the composer of ‘Sing of the Lord’s goodness’. A founding 

member of the St Thomas More Group*, Sands had a number of pieces published in the UK and 

USA in group song collections. ‘Sing of the Lord's goodness’* was chosen for the enthronement in 

1991 of the Archbishop of Canterbury, George Carey. An eclectic, Sands can move from a raunchy 

cabaret style to one resembling Fauré (‘May the choirs of angels’ – a hymn used at funerals). 

For good or bad, people will make the comparison between Sing of the Lord's Goodness 

and Take Five, a popular and enduring jazz composition by Paul Desmond recorded by the Dave 

Brubeck Quartet in 1959. Both are in a minor key and in quintuple (5/4) time. Despite the minor 

key, the text is an exuberant hymn of praise and thanksgiving; and despite the unusual quintuple 

time, the hymn has a quickly learned melodic and rhythmic pattern to the melody that 

congregations will enjoy singing.  

Immediately apparent is the structure of the text: short phrases of simple words and meaning 

describing various attributes of God and our experience of the various persons of the Trinity,  

all in unrhymed poetic form. The music for each stanza adopts a 5/4 meter so familiar to people 

from the Take Five underlying rhythmic pattern in the piano and drums. It is the unrelenting 

repetition of this rhythmic pattern that makes this 5/4 hymn so easy to pick up and sing.  

Also helpful is the use of short phrases of text that perfectly match the short musical phrases,  

and the use of mostly monosyllabic words. 

source: Discipleship Ministries www.umcdiscipleship.org/.../sing-of-the-lords-goodness 

sung by: Holy Trinity Catholic Church, Sutton Coldfield UK www.youtube.com/watch?v=SGE6ZOumLQM 
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